
Stuart 
Absolutism 
and the  
English Civil War 



James I Charles I 

STUART ABSOLUTISM 

Charles II James II 

RESTORATION 

INTERREGNUM 

CROMWELL 

J I C I C II J II 

The Stuarts Kings of England & Scotland  
(1603-1688) 



Central Issues 
1.  Enforcement of State Religion 

2.  King’s Power to Tax 
3.  WHO is Sovereign? 
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The Gunpowder 
Plot 

11/5 
“Guy Fawkes Day” 
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Holiday 



CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND 



Everyone in 
England must 
belong to the 

Church of 
England. 



The King James Bible 
(1611) 
“Authorized” 

Version 
  

People must read  
the King’s Bible. 
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Puritans and 
Separatists 

 
 

 One Doctrine 
 Two Approaches 
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Charles used a tax that 
already existed for 
coastal cities and 
applied it to everyone. 



Petition of Right (1628) 

A declaration of rights passed by Parliament in response to Charles’ abuses of power 



Short Parliament 
Long Parliament 



CAVALIERS ROUNDHEADS 
Supporters of 

the King 
Supporters of 
Long Parliament 



 
•  Charles I beheaded 

•  END of Stuart 
Absolutism 



INTERREGNUM 

Oliver Cromwell  
“Lord Protector” 

 

Military Dictatorship 
Strict Puritanical Rule 

“Between Kings” 
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of the Anglican Church 
De-Catholicising 
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Christmas 

Further Reading 
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Cromwell’s Parliament passed 
laws to restrict traditional 
celebrations of Christmas, 
which featured twelve days of 
feasting, drinking, and idleness. 
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